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1995 Household Income and
Poverty Estimates

Kentucky Household Income as
Percentage of National Median

Median Household Income
US $30,056 $31,241 $34,076
KY $22,534 $25,222 $28,929
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80.7%
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1995

84.9%

small increase from 1989 to 1993 (19.0 to
19.7 percent), dropped to 17.9 percent in
1995. Kentucky improved its national
ranking from the 46th to the 43rd least
poor state during the six-year period.

Kentucky’s children, however, were
more likely to live in poverty conditions
than adults. In 1995, 26.0 percent of all
children under 18 years old and 30.4
percent of those under five years old
were in households with incomes below
the poverty threshold.

Among Kentucky counties, some of
the poorest have shown the largest
relative improvements in household
income. Median household income rose
fastest from 1989 to 1995 in Owsley (62.0
percent), Knott (55.8 percent), Magoffin
(55.1 percent), McCreary (55.0 percent),
and Leslie (53.9 percent). The median
household income in Owsley ($14,393),
however, was still less than half of the
state median.

These estimates were produced by the
Census Bureau’s Small Area Income and
Poverty Estimates Program. For infor-
mation on this program, a description of
estimation methodology, and data on all
states and counties, visit the Census
Bureau's web site (www.census.gov). For
more detailed data on Kentucky than
reported in this newsletter, contact the
KSDC.

The Census Bureau’s most recent esti-
mates of household income and poverty
indicate that economic conditions in the
1990s have improved for many
Kentuckians. The median household
income in Kentucky rose from $22,534 in
1989 to $28,929 in 1995, an increase of
28.4 percent, more than twice the
national increase (13.4 percent).
However, Kentucky’s median
household income in 1995 was 84.9
percent of the national median ($34,076)
ranking Kentucky 43rd among the 50
states and the District of Columbia.

Poverty estimates also indicated
notable improvement in recent years.
The state’s poverty rate, following a

Kentucky Counties
Percent in Poverty, 1995

Least Poor Most Poor

All Persons Under 18 All Persons Under 18

Oldham 5.9 7.5 Owsley 46.6 65.4
Boone 7.1 9.8 McCreary 41.4 56.9
Anderson 7.8 10.6 Lee 39.1 54.7
Woodford 8.5 12.2 Wolfe 38.9 57.2
Bullitt 10.1 14.0 Magoffin 38.0 51.2



1989 1993 1995
Poverty Median Poverty Median Poverty Median

Hh. Hh. Hh.
Number Rate Income Number Rate Income Number Rate Income
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Kentucky 681,827 19.0 22,534 748,007 19.7 25,222 689,138 17.9 28,929

Barren River 44,504 20.7 20,375 44,944 19.5 24,895 41,777 17.7 27,994
Big Sandy 48,229 29.5 16,178 50,478 29.7 20,376 48,032 28.5 22,903
Bluegrass 90,189 16.0 25,519 102,160 16.7 29,869 92,266 14.8 33,164
Buffalo Trace 12,537 24.5 18,651 12,436 23.0 21,733 11,925 22.0 24,301
Cumb. Valley 73,443 33.5 14,692 75,718 32.7 18,183 72,279 31.0 20,839
Fivco 28,401 21.8 21,496 30,344 22.5 24,692 28,998 21.5 27,275
Gateway 17,601 28.5 16,628 18,542 28.0 20,070 17,689 26.4 22,864
Green River 33,306 17.0 23,602 34,930 17.1 28,132 32,175 15.7 30,571
Kentuckiana 104,891 13.4 27,504 130,440 15.8 31,314 113,282 13.6 35,756
Ky. River 44,184 36.3 13,968 44,620 35.3 17,434 42,185 33.6 20,305
Lake Cumb. 47,854 28.0 16,215 48,980 26.7 19,188 46,858 25.1 21,918
Lincoln Trail 35,475 16.9 22,249 38,189 17.1 26,608 35,599 15.7 29,453
Northern Ky. 36,194 11.0 29,582 46,672 13.0 33,649 41,103 11.2 37,381
Pennyrile 35,130 18.3 20,456 38,560 19.5 23,907 36,717 17.8 26,141
Purchase 29,889 17.0 21,092 30,993 16.8 25,883 28,254 15.1 29,186

Adair 3,744 25.1 15,809 3,847 24.2 18,657 3,784 23.3 21,085
Allen 3,548 24.6 17,915 3,133 20.1 22,035 2,603 16.3 26,584
Anderson 1,339 9.3 27,747 1,609 9.5 33,570 1,391 7.8 37,587
Ballard 1,443 18.5 19,371 1,394 17.2 24,326 1,277 15.4 26,972
Barren 7,160 21.5 19,546 6,557 18.7 24,460 6,274 17.3 27,644
Bath 2,598 27.3 15,940 2,904 28.9 18,873 2,615 25.7 21,160
Bell 11,209 36.2 13,078 10,722 34.8 16,118 10,186 33.8 18,766
Boone 4,221 7.4 34,485 5,686 8.3 40,700 5,201 7.1 46,803
Bourbon 3,330 17.5 22,445 3,497 18.0 26,549 3,000 15.5 28,824
Boyd 8,203 16.5 23,835 8,926 17.9 28,264 8,324 16.9 30,884
Boyle 4,043 17.1 23,125 4,107 16.4 27,606 3,853 15.2 30,764
Bracken 1,643 21.4 19,684 1,583 19.3 23,138 1,444 17.4 26,554
Breathitt 6,072 39.5 12,383 6,202 40.3 15,120 5,853 37.8 17,935
Breckinridge 3,743 23.2 17,687 3,975 24.0 21,521 3,526 20.7 24,027
Bullitt 4,917 10.4 29,455 6,615 11.9 34,224 5,869 10.1 39,618
Butler 2,616 23.8 17,514 2,598 22.5 20,494 2,420 20.8 23,501
Caldwell 2,579 19.9 17,997 2,448 18.6 22,392 2,398 18.1 24,907
Calloway 4,815 17.7 19,408 4,843 16.6 24,952 4,551 15.4 27,798
Campbell 9,087 11.0 29,228 11,242 12.9 32,801 9,701 11.1 36,232
Carlisle 921 17.7 19,404 876 16.5 22,919 835 15.4 25,409
Carroll 2,008 22.0 20,179 2,127 22.1 24,466 1,888 19.9 26,951
Carter 6,377 26.8 17,083 7,269 28.3 19,551 7,102 27.1 22,481
Casey 4,140 29.4 14,993 3,974 27.3 17,549 3,717 25.5 20,231
Christian 10,670 18.1 21,032 11,928 20.0 23,629 11,686 17.7 25,450
Clark 5,142 17.7 25,323 5,215 16.9 29,304 4,864 15.3 32,336
Clay 8,656 40.2 12,732 9,215 40.3 15,538 8,526 37.3 18,721
Clinton 3,447 38.1 11,348 3,295 35.2 13,586 3,172 33.9 16,148
Crittenden 1,686 18.7 18,566 1,737 18.5 23,139 1,606 17.1 26,012
Cumberland 2,112 31.6 12,989 2,093 30.5 15,204 1,959 28.1 17,979
Daviess 13,179 15.4 24,399 14,852 16.5 29,100 13,545 15.0 31,810
Edmonson 2,783 27.0 15,134 2,616 24.4 19,074 2,368 21.2 22,661
Elliott 2,456 38.0 13,890 2,307 34.4 16,374 2,143 32.1 18,183
Estill 4,199 29.0 16,056 4,601 29.5 18,165 4,117 26.3 22,114
Fayette 30,108 14.1 28,056 36,337 15.8 32,228 30,770 13.3 35,887
Fleming 3,086 25.4 18,014 3,098 24.0 20,597 2,915 22.1 22,939
Floyd 13,521 31.2 15,661 14,473 32.4 19,455 13,784 31.3 21,792
Franklin 4,617 10.9 27,484 5,348 12.0 31,702 5,193 11.5 34,690
Fulton 2,467 30.3 16,087 2,173 29.2 19,164 2,015 25.9 21,979
Gallatin 763 14.3 21,454 1,051 17.2 25,380 1,060 16.3 28,649
Garrard 2,076 18.1 21,057 2,301 18.0 24,342 2,231 16.6 26,940
Grant 2,345 15.1 24,502 2,892 15.9 27,844 2,879 14.8 31,637
Graves 5,593 16.9 20,647 5,759 16.4 24,737 5,313 14.9 27,781
Grayson 4,935 23.8 17,306 5,175 22.8 20,622 5,157 22.4 23,161
Green 2,188 21.6 18,432 2,142 20.7 20,707 2,001 19.0 22,819
Greenup 6,385 17.6 24,527 6,834 18.2 27,085 6,641 17.8 29,527
Hancock 1,305 16.8 26,080 1,205 14.6 32,610 1,153 13.2 35,727
Hardin 11,017 13.5 24,431 12,259 14.3 28,633 11,443 13.6 31,530
Harlan 11,995 33.1 14,774 12,247 33.6 17,966 11,749 32.7 19,806
Harrison 2,693 16.9 21,787 2,822 16.8 26,413 2,613 15.2 28,914
Hart 4,024 27.1 15,671 4,405 27.1 19,054 4,196 25.3 21,747
Henderson 6,206 14.6 25,556 6,849 15.4 30,037 6,243 14.0 32,757
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Henry 2,513 19.7 22,528 2,650 18.9 26,386 2,463 16.8 29,452
Hickman 1,087 20.1 20,347 978 18.4 24,309 926 17.8 25,879
Hopkins 7,789 17.2 22,155 8,941 19.3 26,318 8,520 18.3 27,730
Jackson 4,544 38.2 11,885 4,596 36.1 14,541 4,497 34.8 17,887
Jefferson 89,755 13.7 27,092 112,647 16.7 30,477 96,973 14.4 34,863
Jessamine 3,848 13.2 27,059 4,997 15.1 31,503 4,724 13.6 34,557
Johnson 6,573 28.7 15,782 7,013 29.2 20,432 6,783 28.1 22,803
Kenton 13,792 9.9 30,516 19,293 13.2 33,815 16,360 11.2 36,674
Knott 7,035 40.4 13,329 6,489 35.5 18,230 6,084 33.7 20,764
Knox 11,289 38.9 12,697 11,767 37.9 15,965 11,092 35.4 18,940
Larue 2,297 19.9 22,405 2,333 18.7 25,741 2,172 16.9 27,979
Laurel 10,630 24.8 18,584 12,040 25.3 23,160 11,238 22.7 25,855
Lawrence 4,980 36.0 15,273 5,008 32.8 18,570 4,788 30.9 21,551
Lee 2,704 37.4 12,461 2,871 39.3 14,940 2,887 39.1 17,551
Leslie 4,808 35.6 13,692 4,749 34.1 17,473 4,539 33.3 21,066
Letcher 8,524 31.8 15,112 8,686 31.8 18,832 7,894 29.2 21,295
Lewis 3,946 30.7 15,775 3,877 29.0 17,948 3,813 28.1 20,807
Lincoln 5,375 27.2 17,169 5,389 25.2 20,499 5,160 23.5 23,795
Livingston 1,376 15.5 20,892 1,516 16.3 24,637 1,456 15.8 28,577
Logan 3,881 16.1 21,279 4,290 16.8 25,526 4,000 15.4 28,447
Lyon 774 14.3 20,239 991 15.8 24,104 953 14.5 27,618
McCracken 9,798 15.8 22,606 10,936 16.8 27,541 9,794 15.1 31,492
McCreary 7,062 45.5 10,598 7,234 43.8 12,539 6,935 41.4 16,427
McLean 1,824 19.2 20,474 1,724 17.8 24,545 1,637 16.8 26,099
Madison 10,859 21.2 21,388 11,727 20.6 26,645 10,924 18.5 29,322
Magoffin 5,479 42.5 12,160 5,361 39.1 15,670 5,218 38.0 18,856
Marion 4,061 25.6 18,181 3,652 22.2 22,611 3,488 21.0 24,779
Marshall 3,765 14.1 22,413 4,034 13.9 27,466 3,543 11.9 30,988
Martin 4,422 35.4 15,142 4,346 33.0 19,726 4,181 32.6 22,165
Mason 3,341 20.3 20,582 3,396 19.6 24,724 3,311 19.4 26,819
Meade 3,085 12.8 23,676 3,965 15.0 29,185 3,436 12.3 31,897
Menifee 1,776 35.0 14,650 1,700 31.6 16,138 1,760 31.5 19,983
Mercer 3,167 16.7 22,774 3,168 15.9 27,291 3,089 15.0 29,980
Metcalfe 2,461 27.9 14,815 2,338 25.3 17,802 2,260 24.1 21,128
Monroe 3,025 26.9 15,214 2,837 24.3 19,596 2,693 23.7 22,305
Montgomery 4,043 21.0 20,025 4,423 21.7 23,224 4,126 20.0 26,318
Morgan 4,328 38.8 13,229 4,550 37.4 16,450 4,425 36.3 18,842
Muhlenberg 6,381 20.7 18,679 7,031 22.5 21,560 6,248 19.6 24,158
Nelson 4,408 15.1 24,220 4,865 14.9 30,090 4,545 13.2 33,745
Nicholas 1,500 22.6 18,070 1,537 22.1 21,629 1,548 22.1 22,897
Ohio 4,911 23.6 18,196 5,213 24.1 21,496 4,820 22.1 24,047
Oldham 1,970 6.3 38,416 2,702 7.0 47,352 2,407 5.9 52,475
Owen 1,728 19.5 21,067 2,117 21.9 25,234 1,878 19.0 27,838
Owsley 2,570 52.1 8,885 2,516 46.4 10,510 2,537 46.6 14,393
Pendleton 2,250 18.9 22,500 2,264 17.0 27,552 2,136 15.5 30,968
Perry 9,636 32.1 16,202 10,248 32.5 19,930 9,521 30.4 22,808
Pike 18,234 25.4 17,468 19,285 26.0 21,838 18,066 24.5 24,430
Powell 3,032 26.2 16,828 3,481 28.3 19,991 3,145 25.1 23,088
Pulaski 10,954 22.7 18,198 12,243 23.0 21,318 11,606 21.2 24,225
Robertson 521 24.8 19,756 482 21.8 21,834 442 20.1 25,306
Rockcastle 4,498 30.7 14,967 4,584 29.7 18,423 4,275 27.2 21,156
Rowan 4,856 28.9 15,922 4,965 27.3 20,634 4,763 25.8 23,309
Russell 3,740 25.6 16,788 3,856 24.1 19,750 3,815 23.3 21,722
Scott 3,323 14.5 27,563 3,953 15.1 33,104 3,754 13.4 38,119
Shelby 3,464 14.2 28,500 3,467 12.8 33,598 3,194 11.3 37,471
Simpson 2,318 15.5 21,793 2,383 14.9 27,866 2,092 12.9 29,517
Spencer 1,292 19.2 22,680 1,160 15.0 29,330 1,214 13.9 31,760
Taylor 4,021 19.5 21,083 3,992 17.9 25,180 3,882 17.2 27,193
Todd 2,029 18.8 20,309 2,142 18.9 23,920 2,073 18.4 26,801
Trigg 1,846 18.0 19,860 1,826 16.2 23,598 1,777 14.9 26,690
Trimble 980 16.3 22,372 1,199 17.4 25,525 1,162 15.9 29,039
Union 3,615 22.1 23,798 2,739 16.5 28,236 2,670 16.0 29,093
Warren 12,688 17.5 24,175 13,787 17.4 29,027 12,871 15.7 32,131
Washington 1,929 18.8 20,606 1,965 18.5 23,734 1,832 17.0 27,097
Wayne 6,446 37.3 12,560 6,304 34.3 15,647 5,987 32.0 19,157
Webster 2,266 16.5 21,189 2,348 17.2 25,796 2,107 15.6 27,143
Whitley 10,622 33.0 14,979 10,547 30.6 18,374 10,716 30.7 20,667
Wolfe 2,835 44.3 11,000 2,859 40.0 12,925 2,870 38.9 16,745
Woodford 1,538 7.9 32,858 2,071 9.7 38,479 1,890 8.5 41,150

1989 681,827

748,0071993

689,1381995
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Number Rate Income Number Rate Income Number Rate Income

Number of Kentuckians
in Poverty, 1989–1995

State Poverty Rankings Based on
Percent in Poverty, 1995

COMING ATTRACTIONS

1998 Population Estimates

Household Forecasts:
Characteristics,

Size, Types

Rate Rank

Mississippi (most poor) 21.4 51
Louisiana 21.2 50
District of Columbia 20.8 49
New Mexico 20.2 48
West Virginia 19.9 47

Kentucky 17.9 43

Wisconsin 8.9 5
Minnesota 8.7 3
New Jersey 8.7 3
Connecticut 8.3 2
New Hampshire 6.9 1

United States Average 13.8 —
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Statewide Change: 28.4%; US Change: 13.4%
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